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QONPT. 

Q6ndi is the principal Draridian language of Northern India, and i« spoken by 
about one million people. 

The word QS^d occurs in the works of Sanskrit lexicographers like Hfimachandra 

as a term denoting a low tribe. The Gonds hare giren 
am o e anguage. ^j^^.^ name to the tract of Gondwana, which corr^ponds to 
the greater part of what is now the Central Prorinces. Their home has long been the 
plateau between the Nerbudda valley on the north and the Nagpur plains on the south, 
and connected tribes must Iiaye resided to the north of the Nerbudda in the hill tracts of 
Central India and Eajputana. 

The word ' Gond ' is not now used by the Go^ds themselres, the national name being 
Koi. This name has been adopted by Eurof jan scholars as the denomioation of a sub- 
tribe of the Gonds in Chanda and Bastar and the adjoining districts of Hyderabad and 
the Madras Presidency. This distinction between Goitds and KOis cannot be upheld from 
a philological point of view. The so-called Koi is not a separate dialect, but an advanced 
form of Gd94i with more points of analogy with Telugu than is the case in other dis- 
tricts.^ The other Gond dialects of the same districts are of exactly the same kind. 
They are partly known simply as Gondi, and partly also distinguished by separate names. 
Thus the hill Gonds of Chanda are called Gattu or G-otfe^ and others are known under 
the name of Mdri ox Mafid^ i.e., perhaps ' forest-people.' 

Ihe materials collected for the purposes of the Linguistic Survey and printed below 
lAow that these various denominations are only local names for the border dialects where 
QOBidi merges into Telugu. The various forms of what is known as Koi are more differ- 
ent than is the so-cedled Gondi from the so-called Edi of Bastar. 

The denomination Koi, which is used by almost all Gonds to denote themselves, 
should, therefore, be dropped as the name of a separate dialect. The same is the case 
with such names as Gattu and Maria, and all . the various dialects of GOridi should be 
considered as one single form of speech, with local vt^riations, which gradually 
approaches the neighbouring Telugu. 

The Gonds have on(^ been a numerous and powerful race, and their lang^iage must 

have been spoken over a very wide area. In the course of 
rea wi m w ic spo ©n. ^jime, howcvcr, the bulk of them have come under the 
influence of Aryan civilisation, and have given up their old customs and their native 
language. At the Census of 1891 the number of Gonds was returned as 3,061,680, but 
only 1,379,580 were returned as speaking Gondi. Even those returns were probably a 
little above the mark. The information collected for the purposes of this Survey shows 
that Gondi has sometimes been returned as the language of people who in reality use 
some Aryan form of speech. Thus the so-called Gondi of Baghelkhand is a broken form 
of Baghfeli, and the Gond Ojhas of Chhindwara also use a jargon based on that form of 
speech, while the Gonds in the Orissa Tributary States speak a form of Oriya, and so on. 
Other dialects which have formerly been considered as various forms of GoEidi have long 
ago been clawed as Aryan dialects. Such are for instance the Bhatri dialect of Oyiya in 
the Bastar State ; Hal*bi which language has, in this Survey, b^en dealt with in connexion 



to speak the so-called Jjnoi. ^w o^ ~— 

at the last Census only three speakers of Gondi harve been 
The so-called Bhoi must therefore be considered as extmc) 



with MaaritM, and sereAl minor dialects ^Meh will be mentioiied below tmdef the 
heading Semi- Draridian languages. 

The area within which the BraTidian Gondi is spoken is, therelorei mnch less ezten-* 
siTO than it nsed to bor In m&nj eases Gdi^dl lemains in the hills but has been superseded 
by some Aryan form of speeoh in the plains. The Gd^idiarea is, thereforoi not a oon-^ 
tinuous one, but consists of sereral isletSi and eren in those Gdi^dtl is not the only lan- 
guage spoken, bat other languages are used as well. 

The heart of the Gond country is the plateau of the Central ProTinoes firom Wardha 
in the west and south to Balaghat and Mandla in the east and north. To the south of 
Kandgaon it continues through Bastar and Chanda into the Madras Presidency where we 
find Gondi spoken side by side with Telugu in Yizagapatam and Godavari, and further 
into Hyderabad where Telugu and Gondi are spoken all over the north-eastern portion of 
the State, 

Beginning with Mandla, we find Go^di spoken in the north-west of Mandla and the 
adjoining hiUs in the south of Jabalpur, Narsinghpur, and Bhopal, while it is now 
practically extinct in Bamoh and Saugor, It occupies the south-eastern corner of Ho* 
shangabad and is spoken in the north of Chhindwara. "We find it all over Betul and 
Amraoti, while it is gradually disappearing from the neighbouring districts of EUichpur 
and Nimar. Gond communities speak the language in Akola, in the centre of Basim, and,^ 
partly interspersed with Kolanos, in the district of Wun. Spwkers of Q6i?di are scattered 
all oyer the districts of Wardha, Nagpur, and Seoni, in the north-east of Bhandara, 
and all oyer Balaghat and in the adjoinii^ parte of Khairagark Gfindi is further 
spoken in the hills of Western Bilaspur, and there are also a few scattered speakers in 
Sarangarh and Patna. Prom the sonth-west of Raipur and Nandgaon we follow the 
language southwards, through the n5rth*west of Kanker and the east of Chanda into 
Bastar, where it is spoken in the north, and also farther to the south, where it meete with 
Telugu. StiU farther to tlie south we find Gondi dialects in Vizagapatam and Godavari, 
and in the adjoining districts of Hyderabad, from Khamamet in the south-east to Sirpur 
Tandur in the north-west. 

Gondi has no well-defined linguistio boundaries, the speakers being almost 

everywhere scattered among people employing various other 
Linguistic Boundaries. languages. In the north it meets with Eastern and Western 

Hin^ and Bajasthani, to the west we find MaratM, to the south Telugu, and to the east 
Telugu, Oriya, Hal*bi, and Chhattii^arhi. 

The Gondi language does not differ much in the various districts. I have already 

mentioned that the po-oajled Maria, Qattu,and Koidonot 
Dialects. ^.^^^ ^ mvLoh from ordinary G694i *hat they should be classed 

as separate dialects, although the southernmost form of Koi is a veiy distinct form of 
speech. Several other dialects are mentioned in the various Gazetteers and Census 
Reports. Such is the so-called Bhoi whicli has been returned from Saugor, The GoEids 
of Saugor are known as Bhoi G6n48, apd the 2,400 speakers of Gondi which were 
returned from the district for the purposes of this Survey should therefore be expected 
to speak the so-called Bhoi. No specimens have, however, been obtainable, and 
at the last Census only three speakers of Gondi harve been returned from Saugor. 
The so-called Bhoi must therefore be considered as extinct. Similar is the case of 
the so^alled Ladhadi of Amraoti. The specimens forwarded from the district show 
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that the dialect hu oeased to be a DraTidian form of speechi and it will, therefore/ 
be dealt with under Semi-BraTidian languages below. Kdlami and Naiki, on the other 
hand, which hare hitherto been considered as dialects of Go^dl, differ so much that they 
must be sepazated as a different language. 

There thus only remains one real dialect of Qondi, the so-called Parji spoken in 
the Bastar State. The Qo^di specimens forwarded from that State are all far from 
satisfactory, and it luus not, therefore, been possible to give a full account of Parji. 
Compare pp. 664 and ff. below. 

The number of speakers of Gondi is continuously decreasing. The estimates made 

for the purposes of this Surrey refer only to Northern India, 
and the totals for Hyderabad and the Madras Presidency 
have therefore been taken from the reports of the Census of 1891. The bulk of 
speakers is found in the Central ProTinces and in Bqrar. The returns of the last 
Census of 1901 show a small increase in the number of speakers in Berar, while the 
totel for the Central Proyinces is more than 200,000 less than the estimates. The 
tables which follow diow the estimated number of speakers in the Central Provinces 
and Berar compared with the returns of the Census of 1901. 



NumtMir of s|>#ak«rs. 



Wherospoltcn. 



Ei^nuited ntmiber* 



Ctafut, ISOl. 



Sftugor .......... 

Damoh .••.•..... 

Jabftlpiur • . ........ 

ManaiA . 

Secmi .......... 

Narainglipiir ..••••••. 

HoslumgalMd ..•••.... 

Kimar ..«•.. .... 

Betnl 

OliUndwftra . . . . . • • • 

Wmllia , , 

Nagpiir • . • • , • • • . • 
Oliatida • . • « •••••. 
BhftQcUira .... ••••.. 
Bakgb&t •••.••.... 
Bi^pur .•••.•••,. 
Bllfti^nr • . . • • t • I • • 
Sftmlmlpiir .•,...•..• 
Batter •....•.... 

Carried over 



2,400 

1,200 

24,130 

89,187 

146,000 

800 

41,560 

2,200 

94,000 

123,100 

40,450 

44,300 

96,600 

87,350 

76,300 

27,800 

8,450 

60,660 



3 

377 

5,422 

78,681 

102,747 

383 

27,740 

hm 

81,619 

104,168 

37,880 

41,218 

75,146 

55,705 

54,168 

7,784 

2419 

^32 

89,763 



966,877 



766,848 



oO]^pi. 
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Wlieraipoktii. 


Brtiiiiit«dniiBil>er. 


C!mi«,ieOL 


Bzonglit forward 


I • 066,877 


766,848 


Makm 






'••••. 


1 • .,« 


849 


Kanker 


















39.000 


87.899 


Nandgaon • 


















5.000 


1.418 


Elhairagarli 


















21,090 


1,U1 


Kawaitlha . 


















• • ••■ 


66 


Sakli 


















> • ••• 


1 


BJugark 


















• ••• 


38 


Sarangarh . 


















963 


855 


Bairdcliol • 


















• ... 


11 


Sonptir • 


















• ••• 


2 


Patna 


















180 


4 


Kalahandi • • 


















. 


16 










Toi 


'At Oj 


ENTBAl 


i Pbo 


vmoii 


i . 1,033,160 


808.638 



It wiU be seen that there is a^ decrease in all disWcta with the exception of Bastar, 
where the old estimates znnst have been too low. 

If we tnm to Berar we find the returns as follows :— 



Wliere tpoketi. 


Ettiaiftted niimber. 


CmmB,l9&L 


Aixuraoii « 








12,000 


19,022 


Akola 






* 


•1,142 


%%m 


EUicbpur . 








4.427 


6,148 


Buldana 








... 


71 


Wun 








53,000 


55,495 


Basim 




Total Bsbar 




450 


273 




71,019 


83,217 



As will bt^een from the table, there is an increase in all districts, and in addition 
thereto, 71 speakers were in 1901 returned from Buldima. 

In Central India Go^di was reported to be spoken by 150 individuals in Bhopal. 
At tiie Census of 1901, 20,631 speakers of Gondi were returned from Central India, 
20,268 of whom were found in Bhopal. It seems, howerer, probable fliat many of the 
indiTiduals in question did not in reality sp^ik Qoiifi. 

It will thus be seen that, generally speaking, the number of sp^tkers of Go^di in 
Korthem India is decreasing. 

8p2 
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The number of speakers In tliose districts mhem Qd]ji4^ is spoken as a reraaoular 
was aocording to local estimates and the Census reports of 1891 and 1901, as follows :«^ 







EaliniAtod mmhug. 


Ctmu, 1901. 


€«iitiml Pkomoes • . • 
B«ntf . • • • • 


1,033,160 

71,019 

UQ 

86,157 

6,694 


808,638 
83,217 


Hkniaml Ii^dm ••«••••••• 


20,531 


Hydembftd • # • • ,. 


59,669 
4,,2M 


UtdmBPremiBnef • • • 


Total 




1,147,180 


976,295 



To this total must he added the figures fw the so-called 6a|(u, Koi, and Maria. 
They are as follows: — 

Qattu was returned as spoken hy 1,680 indiyiduals in Olmnda and 868 in the 
Hadras Presidenoy, I.e., hy a total of 2,083. The oorrespond.ing figures in the Census of 
1901 were 6,494), of whom 6,483 were returned from Ohanda. 

Koi was returned as spoken by 61,127 indiriduals, viz. 10,456 in Chauda, 4,169 in 
Bastar, and 36,608 in Ihe Madras Fresidenoy. In 1901, 70,842 speakers were returned, 
m$. 8,144 in Chanda, 46,808 in the Madias Fresidenoy, and 16,896 in Hyderabad. 

Ma|i& was retiirned m the language of 104,840 indiyiduals, of whom 10,000 were 
returned from Ohhindwara, 31,600 from Chanda, and 62,840 from Bastar. The corre- 
sponding total in the last Census of 1901 was 69,876, viz. 9,666 in Chanda, 60,091 in 
Bastar, 3 in Baigarh, and 127 in Assam. 

The so-called Ma|*ias of Ohhindwara are ordiuary. GoiQids, and they hare now been 
reported to speak the usual Ooi^tdi of the district. 

We thus arrire at the following total for Qo^di spoken as a yemacular : — 



So-eaUed Ofttl^ • . 

SoMAlledEoi ......... 

8<hoaUed Majii • « • 

TOTAI. 



Brtlmfttei stimlier. 



1,147,180 

2,038 

51,127 

104,340 



1,304,680 



Cestui, 1901. 



976,295 

5.494 

70,842 

59,876 



1,112,507 



Outside its proper territory Go^di was only returned for the purposes of this Survey 
from Angul and Khondmals, where it was spoken by 128 immigrants. The correspond* 
ing figure at the last Census of 1901 was 227. In 1901, Go^dl was returned as spoken 
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hj small numbers fiom the following districts ouUdde i^e tmAiory where it is q^ken as 
a Temacnlar :-— 

Awdinnani ft&d Nioolwrs ••••«••••• 1 

AuAm *•.•*.«....•. 1,9^ 

Bengftl Freaadenoy ••.•.••,••• 240 

Bombfty Preudenoj •••••.••••• 401 

BajpntftiiA ••.•.•••••••• 8 

ToTAi. . %eH 
We thus arrire at the following total :-^ 





Biiiiiiiiltd miiiibtr. 


C«siiiii, ISOl. 


00^4^ tpok6Eallioiii0 .••••.••. 
O094i fpokezi sbroftd • • « . • • • 


1,304,680 
123 


1,112,50? 
2,634 


Total 


1,304,803 


1,116,141 



If we add the speakers of Parji in Bastar we arrire at the following grand total for 
Qo^di and its dialects :-~ 



Sttimftted number. Cenaui, 1901, 



00^4^ proper 



Parji 



1,304,803 
17,387 



Total 



1,322,190 



1,115,141 
8,833 



1,123,974 



Literature. 



Gondi is not a literary language. There are, however, ssreral Gondi songa ctirrent, 

and some of them have been Sprinted in the work by the 
Eev, S. Hislop mentioned under Authorities below. The 
Gospels and the book of Genesis have been translated into the language. In this 
translation the Devanagari alphabet has been used, The Telugu character, which is 
much better suited to the language, has been employed in a translation of the Gospel 
of St. Luke into the so-called Koi dialect of the Madras Presidency. 

I am not aware of any old mention of the language of the Gdnds. The authorities 

dealing with Gondi which I have come across are as 

Authorities. a %i 

follows : — 

Vocabulary of Qiand and OoU Words. From Dr. Voysey's M88. MlliGhpur, 16^h Dmmbif 18S1. 

Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, Vol. xiii, Part i, 1844, pp. 19 and ff. 
Elliott [Elliot], W,, -^Observations on the Language of the Goande, and the identity of many ef its 

terms with words now in we in the Teiugu^ Tamil and Oanarese. Journal of the Asiatic 

Society of Bengal, Vol. xvi, Part, ii, 1847, pp. 1140 and ff. 
MANaSB [i.e. Maugeb], 0., — Speeimen of the Language of the Ooonds as spoken in the District of 

Seonee, Ohuparah ; comprising a Yocabularyy Qrammar, etc. Journal of the Asiatic Society 

of Bengal, Vol. xvi, Part i, 1847, pp. 286 and ff. 
HoDasOH, B. B..,^-»The Aborigines of Central India. Journal of the Asiatic Society of BengalrVoU 

xvii. Part ii. 1848, pp. 550 and €., and reprinted in Misoellan^ms Essays relating to Indian 

Subjects. Vol. ii, London, 1880 j pp. 99 and ft. CJontains a QQ^il Vocabulary. 
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DsiBEBQ, Bet. J. G., and Bs?.. H. J. Mk%mBOMr^Narr(dim of a second vi$ii <o th0 Qimdt of the 

Nurhudda TerrUory with a Qrammar and Vooabulary of thoit Language, Galontta, 1848. 
Wbiols, H. 0.,-»4«it einom BrUfe, ZeitscMft der Bdmisoben MoargenlHiidisolieii GeaeUscliaft, Vol. tiI, 

1858, p. 409. 
Pap&rs relating to tho Dependency of Buetar. Seleetione from, iko Beoovds of ^hm QorermoBui of 

India, Foreign Department. No. zxzix. Caloutta, 1883, pp. 39 and A, 47 ff., 91 ff* Befero to 

tlie 80-oalled Ma^S. 
Hi SLOP, Bbt. Stkphkk,— -Pa|>er« relating to the Aboriginal Trihee of the Oenhal I^rommeee. Edited, 

with notes and prefaoot hy R. Temple, [Nagpore] 1866. Aoconnt of Hie CK^^^** ^^ h FP-^ 

and ff.; Yooabnlade^ Part II, pp. 1 and #. ; Qond songs, from Nagpnr, Part III, pp. 1 and If. 
Ihikhh, Sib a. J.,3^ — Beport of the Bthnologioal Oommittee on papers laid before th§m and vpon JBflSattitti- 

ation of Specimens of Aboriginal Tribes brought to the Jubbulpore Emhtbitiomf 18^*0T* Kagpore, 

18^. Ports ii and iii. 
Dawbok, Bet. Jamis,*— (?oncli Words and Phrases, Journal of the Asia^o Sodety of Bmigal. Tol. 
xxxix, Part i, 1870, pp. 108 and ff. 
,j Additional Qondi Vocabulary » Ibidem, pp. 172 and M, Befers to ibe O0ie4^ 

of Obhindwara. 
ScAKLAK, 0,,^Notes on the Qonds met with in the Sdtphurd MillSj Oentral Provinces, Indian Aniifnary, 

Vol. i, 1872, pp. 54 and ff . 
Bamsat, W.f'^Qonds and Kurhus. Ibidem, pp. 128 and f. 

Gavpbbix, Sib Qbobob,-- •Speotrndna of Languages of India. Galontta, 1874^ pp. 126 and ff. 
Gain, Bbt. J,,'^The Bhadraehellam and Bahapcdli Taluqas. Indian Antiquary^ Tol. viii, 1879, pp. 33 
and ff. (a Koi vooabnlary) ; Yol. x, 1^1, pp. 259 and ff. (a Koi grammar). 
„ The Koi, a Southern Tribe of the Qond. Journal of the Bojal Asia^c Sodoty, Yol. 

xiii, 1881, pp. 410 and ff. 
Manual of the Administration of the Madras Presidency. Tol. ii, Madras, 1885. Gontains a GOpdi 

Tocabnlarj on pp. 198 and ff. 
WiLLiAUSOir, Bet. H.,— Gond Grammar and Vocabulary* London, 1890. 
Haio, Gaptaih WotiSBLBTy-^ii Comparative Vocabulary of the Qon^l and WSiktml Languages, Journal 

of tbe Asiatio Society of Bengal, Vol. Ixti, P. i, 1897, pp. 185 and ff. 
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